
Over 50 Years of Serving Congo 
Paul Carlson Partnership Sunday

1964

California. Chicago. Congo. 

Dr. Paul Carlson was a man who responded to 
a call to become a medical missionary to DR 
Congo with the Evangelical Covenant Church. 
He and his family traded a then-lucrative 
$12,000 per year salary for $3,000 per year and 
a backyard jungle. In the town of Wasolo, he 
served a population of 100,000 through an 80-
bed hospital and a leper colony. 

When rebels grew in power and missionaries 
were forced to evacuate, Paul helped his family 
to safety. Knowing that he was the last doctor 
in the area, he returned across the river to 
continue serving his friends. Soon after, the 
rebels kidnapped Paul.

Even in this difficult time of captivity Paul was known to be 
kind and caring, treating the wounds of rebels and their 
hostages alike, ministering to those around him with both 
prayer and humor. 

On November 24th, 1964, the Belgians and 
Americans launched a rescue mission for the 1,000 
people trapped at Stanleyville. As the paratroopers 
approached, the rebels opened fire. Many people 
died that day, and photos of Paul Carlson appeared 
on the covers of Time and Life magazines to honor 
the life of the martyred missionary. 

The Paul Carlson Medical Program was founded 
shortly after his death. What began with one 
hospital and a passion for bringing medical care to 
DR Congo has grown into to living out Dr. Carlson’s 
vision for holistic gospel ministry through the Paul Carlson Partnership.
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Today

Paul Carlson Partnership carries on Dr. 
Carlson’s vision to serve medical and 
economic development in DR Congo. His 
holistic gospel approach is reflected in 
our partnership with the Covenant Church 
of Congo (CEUM) in its medical system 
(especially during this COVID-19 season), 
bridge building, and the Karawa Coffee 
Project. 

Growing coffee for export was once a 
viable industry in northwest DR Congo. 
Partnering with the CEUM and Café Africa, 
the Karawa Coffee Project is revitalizing this 
long-term, multi-generational industry. The impact of reducing poverty, building 
the economy, and enhancing food security will endure for decades.

Partner with us and Congolese leadership at this exciting time of the inaugural first 
harvest of Karawa coffee! What a joyful opportunity to invest in local ownership 
and multiply your impact through supporting this growing cooperative of coffee 
producers. Learn more at paulcarlson.org/coffee.

Our Mission

Our mission is to catalyze the holistic growth of healthy families and communities in 
places of deep poverty. Working together with partners in Africa and elsewhere, we 
invest in local efforts in medical and economic development. 

Join us! 

We invite you to partner with us in the following ways:

•	 Learn more at paulcarlson.org, read our blog, sign up for the PCP Promise 
newsletter, and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

•	 Give online at paulcarlson.org/donate or by mail. 
•	 Check out PCP volunteer opportunities on our website. 
•	 Pray for our Congolese partners! 
•	 Contact us to find out more:	 (773) 907-3302  

				    paulcarlson.org 
				    pcpinfo@paulcarlson.org
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